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conquests wrere made in the Ionian Islands, off the west coast
of Greece, and an attack on Sicily by the troops of Murat,
who had been raised by Napoleon to the throne of Naples,
was successfully repulsed. For the rest, interminable quarrels
with the exiled Bourbon Court in Sicily and the indecision
of the British Government effectually paralysed the energies
of our force, until, as we have seen, the time came for the
despatch of a large proportion of it to the Peninsula. The
remainder, reinforced by the beginning of 1814 to some 14,000
men, were then engaged in a military promenade against the
French possessions in Northern Italy, which had led them
from Leghorn, by way of Spezia, to Genoa, when the news
of Napoleon's abdication put an end to hostilities.

In the West Indies the British, despite the usual serious

MAP 5.
drain of disease, secured their position by the capture, in a
series of well-conducted operations, of the French strongholds
of Martinique and Guadeloupe and of the Dutch islands,
thus establishing their supremacy throughout the Caribbean
Sea. In the East an attempt was made in 1803 to complete
the occupation of the island of Ceylon, the coastal parts of
which, as has been narrated, had been conquered from the
Dutch during the war with the French Revolution. The
interior of the island was overrun with little resistance, and the
Cingalese capital of Kandy was garrisoned by a small force of
troops ; some months later, however, these were beleaguered
and induced to capitulate and treacherously massacred, and
no attempt was made for the time,being to avenge them. As
some compensation for this disaster in the East Indies, Mauritius
and Bourbon fell into the hands of a British expedition from
India in the course of the year 1810, and in the following year
a force of 12,000 men under Auchmuty landed on the Dutch